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Want to enhance your
learning experience?

Watch our YouTube video about
Making Sense of the Census

Foreward
Data to Decisions is an initiative of the Regional Analytics Laboratory (RAnLab) and is sponsored in part by Future
Skills Centre.

RAnLab is the data and analytics unit of Memorial University’s Leslie Harris Centre of Regional Policy and
Development. RAnLab analyzes data and geography to provide insight into, and projection modeling for, things
like demographics, labour supply, service demands, commodity prices, and other socio-economic indicators.
Some examples of their work include producing long-term community and regional population projections,
assessing local housing demand, and providing detailed local data analysis and modelling to municipalities and
regions–providing critical information for evidence-based decision-making. 

The purpose of Data to Decisions is to help Canadians from varying backgrounds learn how to apply data to their
own projects. Data to Decisions uses plain language, examples, and video presentations to enhance the learning
experience.

If you have any questions, please contact Meghan Eibner (meibner@mun.ca) or Jamie Ward (jward@mun.ca). 

Throughout this chapter, you will see clickable buttons
that link to webpages with additional information.

The button on the right will lead you to the Data to
Decisions presentation on Making Sense of the Census 

© 2022 Regional Analytics Laboratory. All rights reserved.
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If you've seen the previous Data to Decisions chapters, you might notice that plenty of attention was
given to Statistics Canada data. Throughout the series, we will continue to reference Statistics
Canada because it is our largest national data bank and is often the best first place to start your data
search. Statistics Canada is continuously adding new data, as well as completed analysis, data
visualizations, and interactive data tools to their website. 

2022 is an exciting year for data hunters, as it turns out. Over the course of this year, Statistics
Canada will be releasing the data collected and compiled during the 2021 Census. Of course, it can 
 be easy to feel overwhelmed by the sheer amount of data available out there, and so the release of
even more data may feel less exciting (and more harrowing) for some . As a result,  we made this
document to walk you through some of the details of the new data, as well as the release schedule,
to help demonstrate that it isn't so daunting after all. We hope you'll see that finding and using the
new census data is actually quite easy, and the information a resource you should certainly avail of.

Introduction
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https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/en/type/data?MM=1


The first Census release of 2022 - population and dwelling counts - allows us to quickly and
easily see how the population has changed over the past five years. Depending on your area of
interest, this data can be viewed at the national level, all the way down to the community level. 

The chart below is an example of a high-level summary provided by Statistics Canada. It shows
the top five fastest growing municipalities for each province. 

2021 Census Brings New Data
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Statistics Canada also provides
accompanying context and discussion
pieces to help explain some of the
key findings in the data. 

As previously mentioned, you can find data at all
levels of Geography. In fact, you can drill down to
see what data is available in your neighborhood
by searching using your postal code. 

Click here to search for
Statistics Canada Census data

by postal code

You may have to scroll
down the page to see
the search tool.

https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/index-eng
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/index-eng
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/index-eng
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/index-eng
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Statistics Canada Census data is
available visually through maps
at the provincial and territorial
level like this one shown below.

Statistics Canada Census data is
also available visually through
maps at the census tract level.

To learn more about the various
geographic levels check out the
Data to Decisions chapter on
Data and Geography.  
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Statistics Canada plans to systematically
release the 2021 Census data by topic
throughout the year. The release dates are
already scheduled and can be seen in the
graphic to the right. 



Geographic Hierarchy
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LINK TO PREVIOUS CHAPTERS
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The data released in the 2021 Census relates to the Data to Decisions chapters on Data by
Geographical Areas and Data Quality. In Chapter 1 - Data by Geographical Areas we explored  
the geographical hierarchy chart as seen below. Statistics Canada added a new geographic
area with the release of the 2021 census data called a census Metropolitan Influence Zone. 
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Below you can see where the census Metropolitan Influence Zone fits into the
geographical hierarchy chart. Essentially, Metropolitan Influence Zones are a new way of
classifying Census Subdivisions that fall outside the definition of Census Metropolitan
Areas and Census Agglomerations. 
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Metropolitan Influence Zones provide a way to describe or differentiate Census Subdivisions. Census
Metropolitan Areas and Census Agglomerations tend to have varying degrees of influence on
surrounding Census Subdivisions, and this influence is being used to sub-categorize these Census
Subdivisions. The categories of influence are 1.) strong, 2.) moderate, 3.) weak, and 4.) no influence. The
degree of influence is based on the percentage of people who live in a Census Subdivision and work in a
surrounding Census Metropolitan Area or Census Agglomeration. 

For example, a Census Subdivision would be considered a strong Metropolitan Influence Zone if at least
30% of its employed labour force works in a neighboring Census Metropolitan Area or Census
Agglomeration. 
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The map below can us help to understand the concept of Metropolitan Influence Zones. The orange
areas shown on the map represent Census Metropolitan Areas in Ontario and Quebec. The green areas
represent Census Subdivisions that are classified as strong Metropolitan Influence Zones to those Census
Metropolitan Areas. 

If you would like to learn more about the various levels or review what you've previously learned, please
check out the Data to Decisions chapter on Data by Geographical Areas.



Data Quality
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LINK TO PREVIOUS CHAPTERS

In the second chapter of Data to Decisions - Data Quality - we discussed some data integrity
issues to look out for when using data. These lessons can be illustrated by looking at Statistic
Canada's Index of Remoteness. The Index of Remoteness is a way to classify geographic areas
based on their level of remoteness which is determined by the distance to population centres
and services. The index classifies Census Subdivisions into five groups ranging from least to most
remote. 
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This index is very detailed and localized. For example, if the location of a major grocery store or
service centre is entered into the model incorrectly it will throw off the whole index. Statistics
Canada does its best to make sure all data is correct, however, it can be difficult to ensure
complete accuracy on things that are done at a very localized level. In Newfoundland and
Labrador, for example, there have been instances where local businesses in Statistic Canada's
business registry have been input under the wrong location, skewing the data. 

It is important to look at this type of data with a critical eye. Yes, Statistics Canada is the nation's  
respected authority on data and they have rigorous quality control processes, however, it is
impossible to verify every single data point for 100% accuracy. As a resident, you know your local
area better than Statistics Canada, therefore it is important for you to do your own quality
control checks. 

Statistics Canada is an expert in data but you are an expert on your local area. So, if something
looks strange or not quite right when you're looking for data for your community, trust your gut
and investigate further. 
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Chapter Summary

Data to Decisions:
Making Sense of the Census

It's a big year for data! But, Statistics Canada is systematically releasing new data in 
 throughout the year so there's no need to feel overwhelmed. 

Along with each of the new data releases, Statistics Canada provides some great summary
analysis to help make sense of the (still quite) vast amount of data being released.

When exploring the new census data remember that helpful information is available in the
previous Data to Decisions chapters: Data by Geographical Areas, Data Quality, and Data
Collection.


